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WARSAW'S INTEREST GREAT IK CZECH RELIGIOUS CORFLICT

Berne, Switzerland -- The Warsaw Politburo is carefully watching developmente
in the religious conflict between the Prague regime and the Catholic Church for
the purpose of adapting similar methods imn Poland.’

The difficulties of using these tactics in Poland were discussed at a meeting
of experts in the office of Minister of Public Administration Wolski. The great-
est difficulty for the Warsaw regime is foreseen in the almost complete lack of
renegades among the Polish clergy. Furthermore, confiscating church property and
placing the clergy on the state payroll would result in little material benefit to
the regime, since church property in Poland is of little value. Moureover, the re-
sistance of the clergy and the faithful will be much greater in Poland than in
Czechoslovakia.

Despite these apparent difficulties, the Politburo, the Security Police, and
the Chief Informaetion Bureau are developing concrete methods of starting open con-
flict with the clergy in Poland to bring them under Communist ccatrol, siace Mos-
cow has given definite orders for the governments of iron-curtain countries to
disrupt the churches and gain control.

Czechoslovekia was chosen as & testing ground cnd a5 an cxample to other sat-
ellite countries. The campaign against the church in (zechoslovakia is proceeding
along two lines: the legal one with the help of the Communist parliament and de-
crees, and the illegal one, with the help of the police, which 1s terrorizing and
arresting the clergy. At the same time, the clergy is being beguiled with illu-
sive promises of freedom in exchange for the "oath of freedom" and complete sub-
Jectlon to state control.

The purpogse of this two-way campaign was explained jin parliament by Minister
of Justice Cepicka. He said that it is clear and understandable that the state
should reserve the right to investigate the loyalty of the priests appointed to
ecclesiastical offices to prevent them from using that office for anti-state ac-
tivities. By separating the Church from the Vatican and controlling all eccle-
siastical appointments, the regime expects to solve the problem.
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The Vatican organ Usservatore Rowano takes a different view of the matter. It
believes there can be no agreement between Christianity and Communism and states
that, apparently, the Czech regime 8180 belisves this, since it finds it necessary
to control bishops, arrest priests, form a schismatic Catholic body, and remove ec-
clesiastics from their posts.

The Warsav regime is awaiting the final outcome of the conflict, closely fol-
lowing the methods of the Czech Tegime, the reaction of the clergy, and the Vati-
can's stand.

Until the final outcome of the Czech religious confiict has been determined )
all negotiations between the state repregentatives and the Church authorities in
Poland have been suspended and no dates established for fu.are negotiations. The
Polish Primate, Archbishop Wyszynski, has recently returned to Warsaw from & va-
cation in Zekopane, and is trying to secure a paJsport to leave for Rome.
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